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A L T E R N A T I V E  N A R R A T I V E S  

A f t e r  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  a  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  r e s t r i c t i v e  a p a r t h e i d  l a w s 
a f t e r  1 9 9 4  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A l e x a n d e r 
i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  P e o p l e  f r o m  r u r a l  a r e a s 
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r i e s 
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  u r b a n  c i t i e s  o f 
G a u t e n g  p r o v i n c e  f l o c k e d  i n t o  A l e x a n d r a , 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  o v e r l o a d i n g  a n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
a l r e a d y  u n d e r  s t r a i n .  C o n g e s t i o n  i n  i n f o r m a l 
s e t t l e m e n t s ,  h o s t e l s  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e 
J u k s k e i  R i v e r  m a d e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  s t r e s s f u l , 
u n h e a l t h y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s .  T h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e 
t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  p r o b l e m  a n d  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d 
t o  t h e  u p g r a d i n g  o f  t h e  a r e a  t h r o u g h  R D P 
h o u s i n g .

T h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  h a s  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e 
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e , 
a s c e r t a i n i n g  a  h e t e r o t o p i a n  s p a c e ,  a s  m a j o r i t y 
o f  t h e s e  r e n t e d  s p a c e s  a r e  b u s i n e s s  i n  a  f o r m 
o f  e i t h e r  s e r v i c e s  o r  r e t a i l .  T h e r e f o r e  w h a t  i s 
p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  s i m p l e  h o u s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  i s 
i n  a c t u a l  f a c t  a  s p a c e  o f  m u l t i - f u n c t i o n s  a n d 
v e i l e d  l a y e r s  k n o w n  a s  a  h e t e r o t o p i a  o r  a n  i n -
b e t w e e n  s p a c e  ( a  s p a c e  n o t  c o n c e i v e d  a s  i t s 
r e a l  f u n c t i o n ) .
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C O N F O R M I N G  T O  A S P I R A T I O N S :  I N H A B I T A N T S  

T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t a k e s  o n  a  s e n s i t i v e  a p p r o a c h 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  r e q u i s i t e s  a s  t h e  c o r e  d e s i g n 
p r i n c i p l e .  I t  i s  a  t w o  p h a s e  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  a  s h o r t 
t e r m  a n d  a  l o n g  t e r m  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  o n  a  s o c i o 
e c o n o m i c  l e v e l ,  a  d e g r e e  o f  d e n s i f i c a t i o n  m u s t  b e  a c c r u e d . 
M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  b u i l d s  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a n d 
a c c o m m o d a t e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h e t e r o t o p i a n  s y s t e m s  i n  p l a c e . 

T h e  d e s i g n ,  h a v i n g  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  o n  s i t e  f o r  t h e  o w n e r s , 
b u i l d s  b o t h  v e r t i c a l l y  a n d  h o r i z o n t a l l y .  D e n s i t y  i s  i n t r o d u c e d 
t o  t h e  s i t e  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  h e i g h t s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a s  w e l l 
a s  v o l u m e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r .  T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  g r o u n d  f l o o r 
s t r u c t u r e  p r o v i d e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f o r  t h e  o w n e r  t o  r e n t 
o u t  a  s p a c e  w h i l s t  s t i l l  h a v i n g  h i s  o w n  s p a c e .  T h i s  f o r m u l a 
i n t e n t s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  o w n e r s  t o  s t a y   a n d  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  o f f e r  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 
T h i s  s y s t e m  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  b e  a  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h e r e 
t h e  t e n a n t s  r e p a y  t h e  o w n e r  b y  m o n e y ,  s e r v i c e  o r  i n v e s t m e n t .

S o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  u p l i f t m e n t  i s  a  h u g e  f a c t o r  w h i c h  n e e d s 
t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  M a r l b o r o  S o u t h .  T h r o u g h  a n  a t t e m p t 
t o  d e s i g n  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  u r b a n  l a n d s c a p e  w i t h  n e w  l e g a l 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e r e  c a n  b e  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  i l l e g a l  l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s  t o  a  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  a m o n g s t  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  t e n u r e ,  o w n e r s h i p  o r  e v e n  s e c u r i t y . 
N e g o t i a t i o n  a n d  c o m p r o m i s e  b e c o m e s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f 
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t o r s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t . 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  m o d e s  o f  p r a c t i c e  w h i c h  s h i f t   t h e  f o c u s  o n 
b u i l d i n g  a s  a  f i n i t e  p r o d u c t  t o  a  p r o c e s s - o r i e n t a t e d  a p p r o a c h 
i s  n e e d e d  f o r  s i t e s  s u c h  a s  t h i s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  s u c h  d y n a m i c 
l a y e r s .
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F i g  0 3 :  E x i s t i n g  R D P  h o u s i n g  +  a 
m o n o l i t h i c  s t r u c t u r e 
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A  R E - S C R I P T  O F  T H E  C I T Y
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A R C H I T E C T U R A L   B R I E F 

T h e  e l e v a t e d  M 1  h i g h w a y  r u n n i n g 
t h r o u g h  B r a a m f o n t e i n  a n d  N e w t o w n 
w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e 
c i t y ’ s  n e w  ( 1 9 7 5 )  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m 
t o  b e  b u i l t  a n d  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e 
w e s t e r n  f a c a d e  o f  M u s e u m  A f r i c a 
w a s  d e m o l i s h e d .  I t  w a s  n a m e d  t h e 
D e  V i l l i e r s  G r a a f f  m o t o r w a y  a f t e r  t h e 
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  P a r t y  w h o  l e d  t h e 
o p p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h r e e  t e r m s  o f  t h e 
a p a r t h e i d  g o v e r n m e n t .  N e w  s e c t i o n s 
o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  w e r e  c o m m i s s i o n e d 
o v e r  t i m e .

J u s t  a s  t h e  B e r l i n  W a l l  s e p a r a t e d  E a s t 
a n d  W e s t  G e r m a n y ,  t h e  e l e v a t e d  M 1 
h i g h w a y  i s  a  p h y s i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 
w h i c h  e m b o d i e s  a  c o m p l e x  r e f e r e n c e 
t o  s e g r e g a t i o n  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l 
p r e c e d e n t  o f  a p a r t h e i d  i n  N e w t o w n . 
“ T h e  m o t o r w a y s ,  c o n s p i c u o u s l y ,  d i d 
n o t  c o n n e c t  i n t o  t h e  v a s t  b l a c k  g h e t t o 
l o c a t i o n s .  I n  p a r t  t h e y  a c t e d  a s  a  v i s u a l 
a n d  m o v e m e n t  b a r r i e r  t o  r e i n f o r c e 
s e g r e g a t i o n ”.

F i g  0 1 :  A  p u b l i c  m e d i a t o r  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  e l e v a t i o n s

IDENTITY TOWER

PUBLIC MEDIATOR

PUBLIC CONNECTOR

LANDSCAPE
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A  P U B L I C  M E D I A T O R 

T h e  c o n c e p t  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  p r o p o s a l  ( a n  i d e n t i t y  t o w e r )  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  u r b a n  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f 
N e w t o w n  ( p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n ,  p o o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d  l a c k  o f  v i s u a l  d i r e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s p a c e ) . 
T h e  i d e n t i t y  t o w e r ’ s  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e s e  c o n s t r a i n t s  b y  l i n k i n g  t h e  M 1  h i g h w a y , 
f o r m u l a t i n g  a s  a n  u r b a n  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  r o u t e ,  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  t o w e r  w h i c h  p e r f o r m s  a s  a 
l a n d m a r k  ( v i s u a l  b e c k o n ) ,  a  p u b l i c  p o d i u m  ( d r o p - o f f  p o i n t  i n t o  N e w t o w n )  a n d  a  m e d i a t o r  ( a n 
o b j e c t  w h i c h  f o r m s  a s  a  g r a d u a l  c i r c u l a t i o n )  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  h e i g h t s .  T h i s  p r o m o t e s 
p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  p r e c i n c t  a n d  c r e a t e s  a  m a r k e r  f o r  N e w t o w n . 

T h e  i d e n t i t y  t o w e r  i s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o   c r e a t e  a  g a t e w a y  i n t o  t h e  p r e c i n c t  b y  m e a n s  o f  a 
v i s u a l  d i r e c t i o n  i n d i c a t o r  a n d  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  b e c k o n  ( l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  H i l l b r o w  t o w e r ) .  I d e n t i t y 
f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  u r b a n  i m a g e  i s  i t s  a i m  w h e r e  c u l t u r a l  r e m e m b r a n c e  a n d 
a e s t h e t i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  a  c e n t r a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  p l a n n i n g . 

URBAN URBAN URBAN
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Algae skin

mediator from high-
way to ground

main auditorium
expo centre

central core

air filter
climate detector
sustainable design
urban landscape
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F i g  0 2 - 0 3 :  T h e  s i t e s  r e q u i r e d  p r o g r a m m e
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ALGAE GROWTH (EXPERIMENT)

6mm air tubing

6mm rigid air tubingair pump air stone

rain water

H2O + ALGAEEQUIPMENT DAY 2

initial algae

polluted air

DAY 6DAY 4 DAY 8

algae growth

pulp

oil

water

biomass

SEPERATION

02 release

C02 emmissions

recycled water

nutrients

sunlight

algae harvest seperation algae oil

biomass biofuel

refinery

E C O - H Y B R I D

C O 2  a n d  N O x  f r o m  t h e  c a r  e n g i n e s  o n  t h e  e l e v a t e d  h i g h w a y  c o m b i n e d 
w i t h  s u n l i g h t  a n d  r a i n  w a t e r  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  t o w e r  p r o v i d e  t h e 
s o u r c e s  f r o m  w h i c h  a l g a e  c a n  g r o w .  T h e  c u l t i v a t e d  a l g a e  p r o d u c e s 
c l e a n  w a t e r ,  o i l  a n d  b i o m a s s  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  b i o  d i e s e l 
a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  t h e  B i o  f u e l  s t a t i o n .

A l g a e  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h o w  t h e  c l i m a t e  v a r i a t i o n s  a n d 
c h a n g e s  a c c r u i n g   i n  o u r  c o n t e x t  a s  w e l l  a s  d e t e c t s  p o l l u t i o n  a s  i t 
c h a n g e s  c o l o u r s  a c c o r d i n g l y . 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a l g a e  p r o v i d e s  a d a p t i v e  s h a d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e  y e a r ;  t h e  m o r e  i n t e n s e  t h e  s u n l i g h t  g e t s ,  t h e  m o r e  a l g a e 
g r o w s  i n s i d e  t h e  f a c a d e  a n d  t h e  m o r e  s h a d e  i s  p r o v i d e d .  T h u s 
p h o t o s y n t h e s i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  f a c a d e  t o  r e a c t  d y n a m i c a l l y  t o  c h a n g e s 
i n  s o l a r  i n t e n s i t y .

A s i d e  f r o m  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  b i o m a s s  a n d  h y d r o g e n ,  t h e y  c a n 
a l s o  b e  u s e d  t o  d e t e c t  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  a b s o r b  c a r b o n  d i o x i d e  w h i l e 
r e l e a s i n g  o x y g e n .

F i g  0 4 :  A n  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  a l g a e  s h o w i n g  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t   c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  b e 
u s e d  a s  a  s k i n / f a c a d e
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M I C R O - A L G A E  F A C A D E

A l g a e  a r e  e m e r g i n g  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  l o n g -
t e r m ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  b i o m a s s  a n d  o i l s  f o r  f u e l ,  f o o d , 
f e e d ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o - p r o d u c t s .  W h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  s o  a t t r a c t i v e 
a r e  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  a n d  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  b e n e f i t s  a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h  h o w  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  g r o w .

T h e  b u i l d i n g s  s k i n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c u r t a i n  w a l l  c l a d d i n g  w i t h 
a n  a d d i t i o n a l / s e c o n d  s k i n  o f  h o l l o w  g l a s s  t u b e s  c o n t a i n i n g 
m i c r o - a l g a e  f a r m s .  H e r e ,  t h e  a l g a e  f l o a t s  a r o u n d  b a s k i n g  i n 
t h e  s u n l i g h t  w h i c h  h i t s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i l e  b e i n g  f e d  o n  a 
d i e t  o f  c a r b o n  d i o x i d e  a n d  n u t r i e n t s  b y  a  n e t w o r k  o f  p i p e s . 
P h o t o s y n t h e s i z i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g ,  t h e  a l g a e - p u l p  c a n  t h e n  b e 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  h a r v e s t e d  a n d  f e r m e n t e d  i n  a n  e x t e r n a l  b i o m a s s 
a n d  b i o g a s  p l a n t  t o  g e n e r a t e  e n e r g y .  A t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  s i z e 
a s  b a c t e r i a ,  m i c r o a l g a e  c a n  p r o d u c e  m o r e  b i o f u e l  p e r  h e c t a r e 
t h a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  c r o p s .

F i g  0 5 :  E x t e r n a l  t u b e  f a c a d e  d e t a i l : 
b i o - a d a p t i v e  f a c a d e  o f  m i c r o a l g a e



U n i v e r s i t y  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g

T H E S I ST H E S I ST H E S I S

M a s t e r s

2 0 1 4

2 0 1 4

TOP STUDENT 
AWARD

C U M  L A U D E 
A WA R D
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K - 2 0 6  :  J U K S K E I  R I V E R

A l e x a n d r a ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g
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T H E  I N S T I T U T E  O F  P O L I T I C A L  E C O L O G Y

A l i c e  i n  W o n d e r l a n d
T h e  a u t h o r s  i m a g i n a r y  v i s i o n  o f  K - 2 0 6
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A  S C A R R E D  L A N D S C A P E

T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e 
d i s c o v e r y  o f  K - 2 0 6 ,  a  w a s t e l a n d  i n  t h e  ‘ J u n g l e ’ 
o f  A l e x a n d r a .  T h e  u n c l a i m e d  t e r r i t o r y ,  a n 
a b a n d o n e d  w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t  b u i l t 
a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J u k s k e i  R i v e r  i n  1 9 1 8 , 
h a s  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s c a r r e d  l a n d s c a p e 
o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d i s r e g a r d .  S y m b o l i c  o f  t h e 
c o n t e x t ,  i t  n o w  l i e s  s i l e n t ,  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d 
s t r u c t u r e  d e s e r t e d  l o n g  a g o . 

A r r i v i n g  a s  I  d i d  o n e  m o r n i n g  i n  s u m m e r ,  t h e 
S a n g o m a s  ( s h a m a n  a n c e s t o r - w o r s h i p p e r s ) , 
I n y a n g a s  ( h e r b a l i s t s )  a n d  R a s t a f a r i a n 
h e r b a l i s t s ,  w h o  l i v e  o n  s i t e ,  o f f e r e d  c l u e s 
i n t o  t h e  s e c r e c y  a n d  h i d d e n  n a t u r e  o f  t h e 
s i t e ,  w h i c h  t h e y  u s e  t o  m a x i m u m  a d v a n t a g e . 
A  d e n s e  b l a n k e t  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  o b s c u r e s  t h e 
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m e d i c i n a l  p l a n t s ,  a  s o u r c e  o f 
e c o n o m i c  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s 
w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  B l u r r e d  b o u n d a r i e s 
o f  i n h a b i t a t i o n ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  c u l t u r e ,  n a t u r e 
a n d  c o n f l i c t  c h a r a c t e r i s e  t h e  t e r r a i n  a n d 
i t s  a p p r o a c h .   T h e  s i t e  u n f o l d s  a s  a  h i d d e n 
w a s t e l a n d ,  s e c r e t i v e  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  s o m e w h a t 
d e t a c h e d  f r o m  s o c i e t y .

T h e  p r o j e c t  r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  s e c r e c y  a n d 
h i d d e n  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s i t e  b y  ‘ u n c o v e r i n g ’ 
a s p e c t s  a n d  b r i n g i n g  t h e m  ‘ i n t o  t h e  l i g h t ’.  I n 
s o m e  c a s e s  t h e  p r o j e c t  t a k e s  f u l l  a d v a n t a g e 
o f  o f  t h e  p l a y  b e t w e e n  l i g h t  a n d  d a r k ,  s e c r e c y 
a n d  o p e n - n e s s ,  o b s c u r i t y  a n d  f a m e .

20 m

F i g  0 1 - 0 2 :  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h e s i s  i m a g e s  a r e  h i d d e n 
a n d  c l u e s  a r e  r e v e a l e d  b y  s m a l l  v i g n e t t e s . 
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T h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n v e s t i g a t e s  p o l i t i c a l  e c o l o g y  i n  t h e  S o u t h 
A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t  o n  t h r e e  s c a l e s :  l a n d s c a p e ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d 
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I t  e x p l o r e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a n y  g i v e n  l a n d s c a p e 
t o  b e c o m e  ‘ t e r r i t o r y ’,  e c o l o g y  i n  i t s  w i d e s t  s e n s e  a n d  a l l o w s 
f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r o g r a m m e  b a s e d  o n  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
e x p l o r a t i o n .  L o o k i n g  a t  a  m o m e n t  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m e t a p h o r , 
l i t e r a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  t h e  d e s i g n  s e e k s  t o  e n g a g e 
t h e  u s e r ’ s  i m a g i n a t i o n .  S m a l l  p l e a s u r e s ,  o f t e n  u n n o t i c e d  o r 
f o r g o t t e n ,  a r e  r e d i s c o v e r e d .  T a k i n g  n o t i c e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  l i g h t -
e f f e c t ,  o r  t h e  s m e l l  o f  a  m e d i c i n a l  p l a n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a l l o w s 
o n e ’ s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t o  e x p a n d  i n  s m a l l  b u t  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y s . 
P e r h a p s  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f  m a y  b e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h r o u g h  n e w  e y e s : 
w h a t  J u h a n i  P a l l a s m a a  r e f e r s  t o  a s  ‘ a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ’.

P O L I T I C A L  E C O L O G Y
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T h e  g o s s a m e r  a n d  t e c t o n i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  d e m a r c a t i n g  p r o g r a m s  b e l o w  i t ,  c o n t r o l s 
l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l i t i c a l  E c o l o g y .  V a r i a t i o n s  o f  l i g h t  f a l l  a n d  i n t e n s i t y 

d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  p r i v a c y  a n d  a c t i v i t y .  T h e  b l u r r i n g  o f  b o u n d a r i e s  i n t o 
c e r t a i n  s p a c e s  a r e  m a n a g e d  b y  l i g h t  a n d  s h a d o w  a l l o w i n g  s e c r e t  m e d i c i n a l 

p r a c t i c e s  t o  o c c u r  i n  p r i v a t e . 

A  L A N D  O F  S C A T T E R E D  S E E D S

A n  A n e c d o t a l  M a r k e t
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F i g  0 3 - 0 4 :  S E C R E C Y  W I T H I N  T H E  J U N G L E   -  R e v e a l s  t h e 
s e c r e t  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  l a y e r s  a b o v e 
c o n c e a l  t h e m .  

K - 2 0 6 ’ s  t r a d i t i o n a l  h e a l e r s  t a k e  n u m e r o u s 
f o r m s ,  i n v a r i a b l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e 
c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t i e s .  P r o m i n e n t  u s e r s  i n c l u d e 
s a n g o m a s  ( s h a m a n  a n c e s t o r  w o r s h i p e r s ) , 
i n y a n g a s  ( h e r b a l i s t s )  a n d  R a s t a f a r i a n 
h e r b a l i s t s .  T h i s  t r a d i t i o n ,  c a l l e d  e t h n o -
b o t a n y ,  i s  t h e  s t u d y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  p l a n t s 
t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  a n d  h o w  t h e  p e o p l e 
o f  t h a t  c u l t u r e  u s e  t h e m  f o r  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r , 
c l o t h i n g ,  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s ,  r i t u a l s , 
c u r r e n c y ,  m e d i c i n e ,  d y e  a n d  c o s m e t i c 
p u r p o s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  m e d i c i n a l 
p l a n t s  a r e  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  e x t i n c t i o n  a s 
a  r e s u l t  o f  o v e r  h a r v e s t i n g .  T h e  e x t i n c t i o n 
o f  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  a 
l o s s  o n  r e c o r d e d  m e d i c i n e s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e 
l o s s  o f  a  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  A n  a w a r e n e s s  o f 
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  p l a n t s  n e e d s  t o  b e 
c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n .  A n  i n s t r u m e n t a l 
g a r d e n ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  i n d i g e n o u s 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i s  s e t  w i t h i n  t h e  j u n k s p a c e  o f 
A l e x a n d r a ’ s  w a s t e l a n d .  T h i s  i s  a n  i m a g i n a r y 
f u t u r e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  e x t r e m e  f l u x ,  w h e r e 
e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a n d s c a p e  a r e 
t e n d e d  b y  a  f l o c k  o f  ‘ e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a c h i n e s ’ 
t h a t  g a t h e r  s o i l ,  s e e d ,  m o i s t u r e  a n d  l i g h t 
t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  g a r d e n ’ s  h i s t o r y  o f  a l i e n /
u n f a m i l i a r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  L a n d  o f  S c a t t e r e d 
S e e d s  i s  a  B o t a n i c a l  R o o f s c a p e ,  c o n s i s t i n g 
o f  a  P l a n t a t i o n  a n d  H a r v e s t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  I t s 
h i d d e n  a n d  c a m o u f l a g e d  l a n d s c a p e  p r o v i d e s 
a  p r i v a t e  d a i s  f o r  t h e  p l a n t i n g  a n d  s t o r i n g 
o f  m e d i c i n a l  p l a n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  J u n g l e 
f o r  r e s i d e n t  t r a d i t i o n a l  h e a l e r s .  L a n d  o f 
S c a t t e r e d  S e e d s  t o  a d d r e s s  s u c h  g a p s  i n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i c i n e  t h r o u g h 
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  m e d i c i n e s ,  t h e  h e a l e r s  a n d  t h e 
c o m p l e x  h e a l i n g  d y n a m i c s  i n v o l v e d  i n  S o u t h 
A f r i c a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i c i n e .
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T h e  b o t a n i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  i s  a  r i b b o n  v i s t a  a l o n g  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  K - 2 0 6 ,  a  p l e a t e d 
e c h e l o n  t o  t h e  R o o f s c a p e .  T h i s  ‘ r o o f s c a p e ’  e x t e n d s  a s  a  l a n d s c a p e ,  h o v e r i n g  a b o v e 

t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l i t i c a l  E c o l o g y  a s  i f  f l o a t i n g ,  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  s w a y i n g  w i t h  t h e 
l i g h t  b r e e z e ,  a  s i g h i n g  s t r u c t u r e  f u l l  o f  m e m o r i e s  o f  a  c u l t u r e d  l i f e .

A  S e e d e d  L a n d s c a p e

T H E  B O T A N I C A L  R O O F S C A P E
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A  g a r d e n  p a t h  c a n  b e c o m e  t h e  t h r e a d  o f  a  p l o t , 
c o n n e c t i n g  m o m e n t s  a n d  i n c i d e n t s  i n t o  a  n a r r a t i v e . 
T h e  n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  m i g h t  b e  a  s i m p l e  c h a i n  o f 
e v e n t s  w i t h  a  b e g i n n i n g ,  m i d d l e ,  a n d  e n d .  I t  m i g h t 
b e  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  d i v e r s i o n s ,  d i g r e s s i o n s ,  a n d 
p i c a r e s q u e  t w i s t s ,  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  p a r a l l e l  w a y s , 
o r  d e c e p t i v e l y  f o r k  i n t o  b l i n d  a l l e y .
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T h e  d e s i g n  r e c o g n i s e s  f l o o d s  a s  a  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  t h a t  o f f e r s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o 
s e r v e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  o f  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t e d  t o  w a t e r .  A  s e a s o n a l  w e t l a n d , 

p r o v i d e s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  f a u n a  a n d  f l o r a  t o  i n h a b i t  t h e  s i t e .  S o m e  a r e a s  o f 
t h e  l a n d s c a p e  w i l l  b e  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  f l o o d

T H E  W A T E R S C A P E

A  S e a s o n a l  F l o o d s c a p e

Y e a r l y  t h e  s i t e  u n d e r g o e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y 
c o n v i n c i n g  t e s t - r o u n d s  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n 
o f  t h e  r i v e r ’ s  i n e v i t a b l e  s e i z u r e 
o f  t h e  s i t e .  A  l o c k  w a l l  m a n i f o l d 
i n t r o d u c e s  w a t e r  b a c k  t o  t h e  s i t e 
d u r i n g  s e a s o n a l  f l o o d i n g .  T h e 
‘ f l o o d ’  i s  c h o r e o g r a p h e d  t o  c r e a t e  a 
c h a n g i n g  l a n d s c a p e  t h a t  r e g i s t e r s  t h e 
p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e  a s  t h e  r i v e r  g r a d u a l l y 
c o n s u m e s  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e 
f l o o d  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l . 
T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  f l o o d  i s  u s e d  t o 
a m p l i f y  t h e  a t m o s p h e r i c  q u a l i t i e s  o f 
t h e  s i t e .  U s i n g  t h e  k i n e t i c s  e n e r g y 
o f  t h e  r i v e r  f l o w ,  t h e  ‘ F l o o d  H o u s e ’ 
g e n e r a t e s  s o u n d s ,  s m e l l s ,  t e x t u r e 
a n d  s e l e c t e d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  t h e 
s i t e .  T h e  k e e p e r  o f  t h e  ‘ F l o o d  H o u s e ’ 
r e a l i s e s  t h a t  b y  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  r i s e  a n d 
v o l u m e  o f  t h e  m e a n  w a t e r  l e v e l  o n 
K - 2 0 6 ’ s  l o c k  w a l l ,  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  g a u g e 
w i d e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g 
t o  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  R e c o g n i s i n g  t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e  k e e p e r  u s e s  t h e 
r i v e r s  s e i z u r e  o f  K - 2 0 6  t o  a n i m a t e 
a  f l o o d  w a r n i n g  s y s t e m . b T h e  F l o o d 
H o u s e  i s  t h e  k e e p e r s  m e a s u r i n g 
i n s t r u m e n t  a n d  d i a r y .  I t  c a p t u r e s 
a n d  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  f o r c e s  a c t i n g  o n 
t h e  s i t e  a t  v a r i o u s  s c a l e s .  T h i s  c a l l s 
f o r  a  r o b u s t ,  b u t  s e n s i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e . 
I t  m u s t  w o r k  w i t h  p o e t i c  p u r p o s e  t o 
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  d e l i c a t e ,  o f t e n  u n s e e n , 
f o r c e s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  t h e  s i t e ’ s 
c h a r a c t e r .
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“ T h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  w e  c a n  h a v e  i s  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s .  I t  i s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  e m o t i o n  w h i c h  s t a n d s 
a t  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  t r u e  a r t  a n d  t r u e  s c i e n c e .  W h o s o e v e r  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  i t  a n d  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  w o n d e r ,  n o  l o n g e r 

m a r v e l ,  i s  a s  g o o d  a s  d e a d ,  a n d  h i s  e y e s  a r e  d i m m e d ”



N o t  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  w o n d e r 
a r e  l o s t

T R A V E L ST R A V E L ST R A V E L S

2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6
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N e w  Y o r k
L o n d o n

C o p e n h a g e n

N e w  D e l h i

K o h  S a m u i

K u a l a  L u m p u r

C a p e  T o w n

Q u e e n s t o w n

S y d n e y

M e l b o u r n e

I s t a n b u l
M i l a n

B u d a p e s t

B e r l i n

F a r o D u b r o v n i k

M a u r i t i u s

R w a n d a

D u b a i

R e y k j a v i k
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S A O T A

W O R KW O R KW O R K

2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 8
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U r b a n a _ D u b a i _ U A E

K ingFahad_Jedda_SA

B a u d o i n _ K i n s h a s a _ D C

V e n u s 7 _ C a p e T o w n _ Z A

B a n a n a I s l a n d _ L a g o s _ N G

K i n g s  R e s i d e n c e _ K i g a l i _ R W

N y a m u _ N a i r o b i _ K E

H i l l c r e s t _ B l o o m f o n t e i n _ Z A

Q u e e n s D r i v e _ L a g o s _ N G

V i l l a  N o r a _ A b i d j a n _ I C

L e S a i n t G e r a n _ M U

K l o o f 2 2 2 _ C a p e  T o w n _ Z A

P r e s i d e n t  O f f i c e s _ K i g a l i _ R W

V i l l a  R e v e i r a _ A b i d j a n _ I CK i n g s T o w e r _ L a g o s _ N G

L a w s o n _ L a g o s _ N G

B e a c h V i l l a _ M e c c a _ S A

E c o  C i t y _ C h e n g d u _ C H N

K i n g s R o a d _ J e d d a h _ S A

C a s u a r i n i a _ M U

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  1 8 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  7 0 0  s q m

M u l t i s t o r y  R e s i d e n t i a l  :  6 8 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  1 1 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  9 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  4 0 0 0  s q m

O f f i c e  :  1 9 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  8 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  1 1 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  8 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  9 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  1 3 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  C o m p l e x  :  6 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  C o m p l e x  :  3 5 0 0  s q m

M u l t i s t o r y  R e s i d e n t i a l  :  2 5 0 0  s q m

M u l t i s t o r y  R e s i d e n t i a l  :  2 9 0 0  s q m

M u l t i s t o r y  R e s i d e n t i a l  :  3 6 0 0  s q m

M u l t i s t o r y  R e s i d e n t i a l  :  6 0 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l / O f f i c e  C o m p l e x  :  2 4 0 0 0  s q m

R e s i d e n t i a l  :  2 8 0 0  s q m

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 

FEATURED 
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

The One & Only  brand,  synonymous with 
luxur y  and sophist icat ion,  i s  renowned for 
hotels  and resor ts  that  ef for t less ly  integrate 
into their  environments ;  each proper t y  of fers 
a  unique look and feel ,  embracing the local 
culture  of  a  region. 

I nspired by veranda l iv ing and tradit ional 
M aur i t ian l i fest y le,  t wo v i l la  st y les  were 
developed.  St y le  A is  founded on a  more 
t radit ional  look and feel ,  whereas  St y le  B  is 
contemporar y  in  design. 

R o x a n n e  K a y e

J a c o  B o t h a ,  R a c h e l 
W i l s o n ,  R o w a n  B u r s e y

G i n g e r  Z u

1 0 %

C a n d i d a t e  A r c h i t e c t

ADP    -   IDD
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

This  projec t  i s  a  home in  Lagos,  N iger ia 
for  a  repeat  c l ient  and a  jo int  venture 
bet ween SAOTA and ARRCC.  The br ief  was 
to  design a  modern home large enough to 
host  banquets  that  i s  able  to  be ser v iced 
l ike  a  hotel  yet  i s  a lso  int imate in  par ts 
and appropr iate  for  a  fami ly. 

Located on a  plot  that  over looks  a 
creek to  the south,  the proposed levels 
of  the house were ra ised to  maximise 
the v iews whi le  providing basement 
accommodation without  the r isk 
of  f looding associated with a  h igh 
water  table.  The Upper  Ground Floor, 
predominant ly  used for  enter ta ining 
large volumes of  guests,  ce lebrates  an 
open plan design which v isual ly  spreads 
out  into the large garden. 

With large glass  openings to  the ex ter ior 
g laz ing,  the landscape f i l ters  into and 
through the bui lding to  a  more pr ivate 
rear  internal  cour t yard space.  I nter ior 
spaces  are  broken up into capsules  with 
the use of  s l id ing screens  or  s l ight  level 
changes so that  the bui lding a l lows for 
var iet y  and can adopt  f lex ibi l i t y. 

A d r i a n  M o n g e r

R a c h e l  W i l s o n

J a m i e  J o r d a a n

8 0 %

P r o j e c t  A r c h i t e c t

ADP              -       FDD
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

We had been tasked to design a  palace complex 
compris ing of  a  super  luxur y  res idence and the 
owners  integrated company headquar ters. 
The accommodation is  st retched across  the 
s i te  with the of f ice  sec t ion and most  publ ic 
res ident ia l  func t ions  located on the opposite 
end of  the s i te.  E laborate  spaces,  re l igious 
cour tesy  and the Arabic  ethos  and l i fest y le 
were unfamil iar  des ign encounters.  Spaces 
such as  a  Diwaniyah,  a  Cr yotherapy and an 
Arabic  Salon were a l l  new and interest ing 
aspec ts  to  us.  O ther  interest ing spaces 
included a  shoot ing range,  bowl ing a l leys 
and auto gal ler y.

The beaut i ful ly  craf ted sculptural  sta i rcases 
def ine the t wo main c i rculat ion nodes at  the 
res idence and bodes wel l  with  the c l ient ’s 
appreciat ion of  the ar ts .

J a c o  B o t h a

R a c h e l  W i l s o n , 
R o w a n  B u r s e y

G i n g e r

6 0 %

C a n d i d a t e  A r c h i t e c t

ADP   -       IDD
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- L 1 _ B A S E M E N T

L 1 _ F I R S T  F L O O R

L 0 _ G R O U N D  F L O O R

L 2 _ S E C O N D  F L O O R
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 

W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

Fol lowing the complet ion of  t wo 
successful  concept  designs  for 
commercia l/mixed use projec ts  in 
K igal i ,  we were commiss ioned to 
design a  pr ivate  res idence.

Reference was  made to  regional 
R wandan struc tures  such as  gum 
pole  columns and thatched roofs 
as  wel l  as  ar t isanal  patterns  that 
were incorporated into the scheme 
through the por te  cochere columns, 
inver ted cone roof  e lements 
c ladded with woven  t e x t u r e s 
above the indoor  pool ,  t r iangular 
pergola  roof  struc tures,  patterned 
screen elements  and a  se lec t ion of 
local  mater ia ls .

A d r i a n  M o n g e r

I a n  C o x , 
R a c h e l  W i l s o n , 
P u j a  P a t e l

J a r e d  f r o m 
C e r t a i n  S h a d e s

1 0 %

P r o j e c t 
A r c h i t e c t

ADP  -  IDC
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

Vi l la  Noura is  the f i rst  house that  we 
have been commiss ioned to  design 
for  the same fami ly  based in  Abidjan, 
I vor y  Coast  that  have strong l inks  to 
Beirut ,  Lebanon.  As  such,  the c l ients 
have an eclec t ic  st y le  with inf luences 
f rom the Mediterranean and M iddle 
East .

The design is  inherent ly  ordered 
and inevitably  symmetr ical  which 
is  a  considered depar ture  f rom 
the neighbour ing v i l las .  We have 
focused on struc ture,  propor t ion 
and repet i t ion of  mater ia ls  which are 
l ight ,  c lean and cr isp but  sof tened 
with plant ing to  avoid being too 
austere.

G r e g  T r u e n

A n t o n  B a r n a r d , 
M e l o  M a n a l a , 
R a c h e l  W i l s o n

J a m i e  J o r d a a n

5 %

C a n d i d a t e 
A r c h i t e c t

ADP       -        IDD
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

The bui lding fol lows a  modernist  approach 
with minimal ist  spaces  stretched across  the s i te 
to  a l low maximum views.  I nspirat ion is  drawn 
from the long,  endless  landscape result ing in 
a  des ign which is  dr iven by strong hor izontal 
l ines  with a  sol id,  monumental  presence.

G r e g  T r u e n

A n t o n  B a r n a r d ,  M e l o 
M a n a l a ,  R a c h e l  W i l s o n

C a r l a  V D N

5 %

C a n d i d a t e  A r c h i t e c t

ADP 
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

The br ief  ca l led for  a  s ix  level ,  up -
market  apar tment  bui lding in  K inshasa 
with panoramic  v iews of  the Congo 
R iver,  s i tuated only  one block away. 

There  are  t wo apar tments  per  level 
at  320 square meter  per  apar tment. 
An emphasis  on the design was the 
terraces  and their  re lat ionship with 
the inter ior  spaces.  Strong angles  and 
patterned decor  ref lec ted the local 
and tradit ional  rhythms.

G r e g  T r u e n

T e s w i l l  S a r s , 
R a c h e l  W i l s o n , 
C a r l a  L a n g e

M a r i u s  S w a r t

2 5 %

C a n d i d a t e 
A r c h i t e c t

ADP FDD - 
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

The design for  N yamu is 
st r ik ing in  the sense that 
i t  f rames each apar tment 
to  give i t  indiv idual i t y, 
yet  i t  s t i l l  remains  open 
to  benef i t  f rom the 
amazing v iews -  reta ining 
a  sense of  a  st rong overal l 
contemporar y  yet  modern 
design concept .

R o x a n n e  K a y e

T e s w i l l  S a r s , 
R a c h e l  W i l s o n , 
C a r l a  L a n g e

M a r i u s  S w a r t

2 5 %

C a n d i d a t e 
A r c h i t e c t

ADP FDD - 
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VENUS 7   Cape Town 

PROJECTS    FEATURED 
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :
 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

J a c o  B o t h a

R a m o n  B i s h o f , 
M e l o  M a n a l a , 
R a c h e l  W i l s o n

J a m i e  J o r d a a n

5 %

C a n d i d a t e 
A r c h i t e c t

ADP - C

Another  jo int  venture  bet ween 
SAOTA and ARRCC,  this  projec t 
was  a  great  des ign chal lange 
as  the c l ient  provided us  with a 
contrast ing br ief :  l ight  yet  robust , 
t ransparent  yet  pr ivate,  l inear  yet 
sof t .   The bui lding was to  camoflage 
in  the landscape yet  stand out . 
Located on a  sand dune a long 
the At lanic  coast l ine the deisgn 
intended to  take ful l  advantage of 
a l l  i ts  spec tacular  v iews by having 
as  much transparenc y as  poss ible 
without  compromis ing the users 
pr ivac y. 
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HILLCREST   Bloomfontein 

PROJECTS    FEATURED 
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T E A M  L E A D E R : 
  
P R O J E C T  T E A M : 

R E N D E R S  B Y :

 
W E I G H T :

P O S I T I O N :

Bui l t  on a  steep s lope,  H i l lcrest  comprises  of  a 
mult istor y  home with seperated programmes 
on each level .  As  i f  f loat ing on glass  planes,  the 
bui lding was heavi ly  coordinated with struc tural 
engineers  to  make this  poss ible.

A d r i a n  M o n g e r

I a n  C o x ,  R a c h e l  W i l s o n

J a r e d  f r o m  C e r t a i n 
S h a d e s

4 0 %

P r o j e c t  A r c h i t e c t

ADP       -        IDD
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I n  b e t w e e n  e v e r y t h i n g 
e l s e

C R A F TC R A F TC R A F T

2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4
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M o d e l  0 1 - 0 3 :  1 0 0  l a y e r s  o f  p a p e r 
c a p t u r i n g  a  l a n d s c a p e s  p a l i m p s t 


